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Investigating the willingness to respond to disasters in nursing students

of Alborz University of Medical Sciences

Abstract

Background: Nursing students need to be equipped to respond to disasters by acquiring

the necessary knowledge, skills, and attitude.

Objectives: The current study was meant to investigate nursing students’ willingness to
respond to disasters at Alborz University of Medical Sciences in 2022.

Methods: Using the convenience sample approach, 234 nursing students were included in
this cross-sectional descriptive study. A questionnaire with a deductive-inductive technique
was developed and delivered through a self-administered online questionnaire. The
questionnaire had two parts of demographic information as well as important questions on
barriers, facilitators, different disaster scenarios, desired activities, and reasons for entering

the nursing profession.

Results: The average willingness of students to respond to natural disasters was 3.15, man-
made disasters were 2.60, pandemics was 2.94 and the overall average was 3.32. The
highest willingness was related to the 7-magnitude earthquake scenario, and the lowest was
related to an infectious disease epidemic. Bedside care and participation in patients'
personal hygiene were the most and least popular activities of the students, respectively.
The possibility of immunization and prevention of family infection was determined to be
the most important facilitator, and concern about family safety was determined to be the
most important barrier to participation.

Conclusion: The findings revealed that nursing students' willingness to respond to disasters
in epidemics of infectious diseases and man-made disasters is lower than the norm.
However, addressing the barriers to their presence, particularly worries about personal and

family health in infectious disease pandemics, will promote participation.

Keywords: respond, disasters, nursing students, willingness, participation
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